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and the excesses of these " Sea Beggars " were the terror
of the coasfc. One of the most desperate was William
fie Lumey, a count of La Marck, a descendant and
imitator of the famous Wild Boar of Ardennes. He
wore the Beggars' costume, and had sworn not to cut
his beard till he had avenged Count Egmont's death.
Crews of refugees and outlaws of various races, led by
men like de Lumey, scoured the Netherland coasts and
estuaries, pillaging, burning, and slaying all whom they
chose to treat as Catholic enemies. Priests and monks
thev put to death with horrible tortures; magistrates
and officials of the Government they held to high
ransom. Their audacity, their exactions, their outrages,
increased day by day. They attacked the navy from
Spain, and seized the treasure. Alva himself, we are
told, dared not risk the voyage back to Spain.

Under the organising genius of the JSTassaus, these
marine expeditions began to assume a far more serious
form. They were now acting with the Huguenots of
France. Louis, in La Rochelle, was raising a large
force to land at Brill, to co-operate with a simultaneous
invasion of Hainault by William. Elizabeth, still de-
termined not to bring on a war with Spain, had so far
yielded to their entreaties for aid, that she allowed the
Sea Beggars to use her ports, and to recruit for Orange
in her realm. "They are going too far, I admit to you
in private," said Burleigh, "in favouring the corsairs;
bnt you may avow it has no sanction from the Queen."
Alva now took vigorous measures, and forced Elizabeth to
disclaim these underhand doings, and to issue a proclama-
tion against helping the rovers. Her act had a startling
result, unlocked for by herself, by Alva, or by Orange.